B’nai Torah Monthly Newsletter

SEPTEMBER 2010
Religious Services Calendar 
Congregation B’nai Torah invites all members, all past members, and non-members, to attend all/any of the following services. Please invite your family and guests to join you. There is no charge for attendance (donations are welcome).
4 September
  6:00 PM



Selichot

8 September
  7:30 PM



Erev Rosh Hashanah

9 September       10:00 AM



Rosh Hashanah

12 September
  9:00 AM



Children’s Service/First day 








of Sunday school

17 September
  7:30 PM 



Kol Nidre

18 September
10:00 AM



Yom Kippur




  5:30 PM



Yizkor




  6:30 PM



Neila




  7:00 PM



Break the Fast

26 September
  9:00 AM



Sukkot Celebration

1 October

  7:30 PM



Simchas Torah Celebration

2 October

10:00 AM



Bat Mitzvah – Michelle**
Next Service: Saturday, September 4th
**Arthur and Zina Kaplun have kindly extended an invitation to all members of B’nai Torah to join us for this Simcha, and for the delicious kosher Kiddush that immediately follows.

MY MOTHER FANNIE COHEN, ALWAYS SAID,

“IT DOESN’T COST ANYTHING TO SAY THANK YOU.”

Thank you, Myra and Lenny Baer, for extending your tenure as Treasurer for B’nai Torah. We all appreciate the effort and time you devote to this task. We also appreciate the timely, informative, and accurate reports you provide.

Thank you to our new Officers and Board Members: Madi Brown (Vice President), Myra Baer, Laura Cohen (Secretary), Tony Mosely, Mark Karp, and Carol Derfeld. Your willingness to restore B’nai Torah to the peace, spirituality, and harmony that prevailed the past 25 years is much appreciated by everyone. Also, thank you to our remaining Board Members, Bev Moll, and Lenny Baer.
Thank you, Paul Dorn, for your cooperation and assistance in transferring our website, PC, and telephone message forwarding system to those whom have taken responsibility for those systems.

Thank you, Laura Vermeier, for accepting responsibility for management

of our website, and having it up and running so quickly.

Thank you, Rolf Cooke, for your cooperation and assistance in transferring the files you used for distribution of our newsletter.

Thank you, A. J. Moll, Dan Helman, Rina Kenkel, Teri Steinberg, Steve Weeks, Amy Ogle (URJ), Norm Sabblut, and Robin Smith for attending the August 11th Board meeting. Members are always welcome. The next meeting is at 6:30 PM September 1, 2010.

Thank you, Shelby Cooke, for your cooperation and assistance in returning all the textbooks, and files you used and developed for our Religion and Hebrew Schools.

Thanks to all who helped with the clean-up after our Shabbos Service on 8/6. I noticed, Laura Cohen, Lenny and Myra Baer, and Madi Brown sharing laughter and camaraderie while they worked together.

Thank you, Robin Moll, for your cooperation and assistance in the transfer of Tribute and Yahrtzeit responsibilities. Thank you also, for purchasing the Tribute cards and envelopes at significantly less than any quote we received.

Thank you, Wayne Ault, for installing the door between our sanctuary and kitchen for use as a prop during the performances of “The Sunshine Boys.” 
Thank you, Madi Brown and Laura Cohen for co-hosting the Oneg Shabbat on 8/6/10.
“The Sunshine Boys”

Thursday, 23 September
  8:00 PM

“The Sunshine Boys”

Saturday, 25 September
  8:00 PM

“The Sunshine Boys”

Sunday, 26 September
  
  2:00 PM

“The Sunshine Boys”

Thursday, 30 September
  8:00 PM

“The Sunshine Boys”

Saturday, 2 October

   8:00 PM

“The Sunshine Boys”

Sunday, 3 October

   2:00 PM

“The Sunshine Boys”

Please invite your family and friends to join you at the Aliyah Theater at B’nai Torah for any of the above performances. It is the goal of this theater to provide stimulating and satisfying material that is based on Jewish themes. The actors and director are all experienced in community theater. It is anticipated that The Sunshine Boys will be the first of many productions to raise funds for B’nai Torah. Please call Gil Nussbaum for additional information or tickets (314) 725-2004.
Tributes
B’nai Torah sent loving condolences to Robin Smith and family upon the passing of Robin’s former husband.

Dan and Cori Helman have ordered the following leaf for our Tree of Life and Remembrance, “In honor of Joshua Helman’s Bar Mitzvah 3/27/10”
Please send your messages with a donation to B’nai Torah. Include the recipients mailing address. Your message will be printed in this newsletter and sent to the recipient on a beautiful Tribute Card with your name and address. 

Tributes may be sent for happy occasions, remembrances, memorials, Jewish Holidays, or just to say “Thank You.” Please send your Tributes and donation made out to B’nai Torah to: Laura Cohen, 202 Goldeneye Court, St. Peters, MO 63376.
B’nai Torah Offers A Clear Choice For Parents and Students
Our Spiritual Leader, Larry Comensky, our Director of Education, Jack Cohen, and all of our teachers believe, and teach the following:

G-d created all life, and G-d created the Universe.

If there was a “Big Bang” it was caused by G-d to bring order into the Universe.

If life were discovered on another planet, or in another galaxy, the Commandment to love your neighbor would still apply.

G-d gave us the written Torah and also an Oral Torah at Mount Sinai. The Torah is the word of G-d.

G-d continues to perform miracles that we shouldn’t take for granted --- love, flowers, kittens, sunsets, babies, rainbows, --- the list is endless --- they are all miracles.

You do not have to be Jewish to be blessed by G-d.

In addition, it is our policy at B’nai Torah that:

Our students are encouraged to bring their friends (of any 
religion) to class with them. We believe that our students wish to do so because they are proud of being Jewish, and proud of our teachers.
Parents may not just drop their child off. At least one parent is required to remain at B’nai Torah. The parents may join any class, attend the adult education class that is offered, or just schmooze.

You will find our environment friendly and caring and Jewish. In addition, there is no charge for Sunday and Hebrew School. These are benefits of membership in B’nai Torah. 

B’nai Torah is a member in good standing of the Union for Reform Judaism. Please contact Jack Cohen at (636) 397-0309 with any questions you have about membership in B’nai Torah.

Letter from Our President

We all know the story about Adam and Eve eating the “forbidden fruit.” When we read this story in the Torah we conclude that the sin was the eating of the fruit. However, Eve blamed the snake, and Adam blamed Eve. Neither of them accepted responsibility for their actions. The Torah does not specifically state that the sin was the failure of Adam and Eve to accept responsibility for their actions. 

The Talmud discusses what the forbidden fruit may have been; but also does not explain that the sin was the failure of Adam and Eve to accept responsibility . 

Our sages and rabbis, of ancient times through current times have developed a field of literature called Midrashim. These are stories, sometimes written just for children, that provide an insight, and an explanation of the stories in the Torah that is not found in the Torah itself, nor in the Talmud. It is in the Midrashim that we find the explanation of the actual sin by Adam and Eve.

Many religions have their own interpretations of this story, and have written doctrines and given labels (such as “original sin”) to the repercussions of eating the forbidden fruit. However, for Jews, we learn from the Midrashim that the sin was not the eating of the forbidden fruit, but the refusal by Adam and Eve to accept responsibility for what they had done. We learn from this interpretation that our failure, or deliberate refusal to accept responsibility for our actions is a sin. 

While preparing this letter, it came to mind that there is a difference between “blame” and “responsibility.” Haven’t we all been blamed for something we didn’t do? Isn’t blaming someone for something they didn’t do, also a sin?
Contact Information:

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 595, St. Peters, MO 63376

Website: www.bnaitorahstchas.net
Phone: (636) 279-6524
During the month of September

Yahrtzeits will be said for the following loved ones

	    Bertha Newman
	09/24/2000
	Elul 24: 09/03/10
	Stephen Newman

	    Harry Foier
	
	Elul 28: 09/07/10 
	Reva Horowitz and family

	    Jack Tencer
	09/10/1988
	Elul 28: 09/07/10 
	Laura Vermeire and family

	    Janice Moutray
	09/09/1999
	Elul 28: 09/07/10 
	Harvey Derfeld and family

	    Hat Taylorson
	10/06/2005
	Tishrei 3: 09/11/10
	Wendy Taylorson and family

	    Frank Weissman
	
	Tishrei 5: 09/13/10
	Myra Baer and family

	    Harry Karp
	 10/02/65
	Tishrei 6: 09/14/10 
	Mark Karp and family

	    Jack Charlip
	09/20/2007
	Tishrei 8: 09/16/10
	Jack Cohen and family

	    Woody Gray
	09/23/1996
	Tishrei 10: 09/18/10 
	Madi Brown and family

	    Solomon Muller
	 10/14/1946
	Tishrei 19:09/27/10
	Rina Kenkel and family


SELICHOT SERVICE

Selichot is the Hebrew word for forgiveness. The Selichot prayers should be recited close to midnight on the Saturday that precedes Rosh Hashanah. 
However, at B’nai Torah we hold this brief Service earlier (6 PM) to allow our members to bring their children. The melody that Larry sings during this Service will remain in your heart.

B’nai Torah has held Selichot Services since its founding 26+ years ago. Other Reform synagogues are now holding Selichot Services.

Because we start at 6 PM, B’nai Torah will have a light, and tasty, snack after conclusion of this brief service, for those who attend.

BREAK-THE-FAST

B’nai Torah will provide the lox, cream cheese and bagels. Members and guests may bring a dairy dish or desserts. Enjoy!
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